The " Sussex " Incident

we should ofier him the ladder of peace than the ladder of war,
which will eventually fall on our own heads/*
Moreover, Herr von Bethmann-HoHweg has declared before
the Commission of the National Assembly that he had expressed
to Mr. Gerard the hope that the President would now take steps
to bring about the restoration of peace.
When, at that time, Colonel House was discussing with me
the German reservation in the Note of the 4th May, in con-
nection with the questions of the " Freedom of the Seas " and
peace, he said that the circumstances were then such that the
President  no longer possessed the power to compel England
to observe International Law.    England would only give way
before the menace of war.    In view, however, of the state of
natural feeling in the United States, and the development of
trade relations between America and the Entente,  war with
England was out of the question.    On the other hand, Mr. Wilson
possessed   the power to bring  about  peace, because on this
question he could rely on the support of the majority of the
American   nation.    When   the   time  was   ripe,   the   President
would take the desired steps, but a neutral act of this nature
would be cried down by the very active Entente party in the
United States as pro-German, and could only be carried through
if the national feeling towards Germany took a more  friendly
turn.    It was, therefore, necessary that there should be a period
of lull, during which Germany should possibly not be discussed
at all.   The approaching hot season and the usual   exodus of
political  personages from Washington to  the  country   would
offer  a  favourable  opportunity  to  let   all   negotiations   rest,
especially  as,   after the settlement of the Sussex question, no
new incidents were to be expected.    Colonel House's remarks
accurately reflected the actual position in the United States
at the time.    I could not but express my agreement, and felt
no doubt that the American mediation would begin in the late
summer*    After our giving way  on  the submarine question,
in order to avoid a break with the United States, I regarded it
as certain that we would not directly bring about the rupture